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cruel, he was no longer unforgiving 3 he was kind, humble,
and polite j in short, he had repented. Everybody was
pardoned, and everybody recognised the truth of Christianity.
And their faith was particularly strengthened when Don
Gusman, invoking a final blessing upon Alzire and Zarnore,
expired in the arms of Don Alvarez. For thus were the
guilty punished, and the virtuous rewarded. The noble
Zamore, who had murdered his enemy in cold blood, and the
gentle Alzire who, after bribing a sentry, had allowed her
lover to do away with her husband, lived happily ever after-
wards. That they were able to do so was owing entirely
to the efforts of the wicked Don Gusman ; and the wicked
Don Gusman very properly descended to the grave.

Such is the tragedy of jilzire, which, it may be well to
repeat, was in its day one of the most applauded of its author's
productions. It was upon the strength of works of this kind
that his contemporaries recognised Voltaire's right to be
ranked in a sort of dramatic triumvirate, side by side with his
great predecessors, Corneille and Racine. With Racine,
^especially, Voltaire was constantly coupled ; and it is clear
that he himself firmly believed that the author of Al%tre
was a worthy successor of the author of Jithalie. At first
sight, indeed, the resemblance between the two dramatists is
obvious enough ; but a closer inspection reveals an ocean of
differences too vast to be spanned by any superficial likeness.

A careless reader is apt to dismiss the tragedies of Racine
as mere tours de force 5 and, in one sense, the careless reader
is right. For, as mere displays of technical skill, those works
are certainly unsurpassed in the whole range of literature.
But the notion of ' a mere tour de force' carries with it
something more than the idea of technical perfection ; for
it denotes, not simply a work which is technically perfect,
but a work which is technically perfect and nothing more.
The problem before a writer of a Chant Royal is to over-
come certain technical difficulties of rhyme and rhythm ;
he performs his tour de force,, the difficulties are overcome,
his task is accomplished But Racine's problem was